XVI. Recovery of Assistance

The Public Assistance Administrator shall seek to recover money expended to assist eligible applicants. There
shall be no delay, refusal to assist, reduction or termination of assistance while the Public Assistance
Administrator is pursuing the procedural or statutory avenues to secure reimbursement. Any legal action to
recover must be filed in a court within six (6) years after the expenditure. RSA 165:25.

A. Recovery from Responsible Relatives

The amount of money spent by a Town of Francestown to assist a recipient who has a father, mother,
stepfather, stepmother, husband, wife or child (who is no longer a minor) of sufficient ability to also support
the recipient, may be recovered from the liable relative. Sufficient ability shall be deemed to exist when the
relative’s weekly income is more than sufficient to provide a reasonable subsistence compatible with decency
and health. The Public Assistance Administrator may determine that “in kind” assistance or the provision of
products/services to the client is acceptable as a relative’s response to liability for support. Written notice of
money spent in support of a recipient must be given to the liable relative. The Public Assistance Administrator
shall make reasonable efforts to give such written notice prior to the giving of aid, but aid to which an
applicant is entitled under these guidelines, shall not be delayed due to inability to contact possibly liable
relatives. RSA 165:19.

B. Recovery from the Municipality of Residence

The Public Assistance Administrator shall seek to recover from the municipality of residence the amount of
money spent by the Town of Francestown to assist a recipient who has a residence in another municipality.
Written notice of money spent in support of a recipient must be given to the Public Assistance Administrator
of the municipality of residence. In any civil action for recovery brought under RSA 165:20, the court shall
award costs to the prevailing party. RSA 165:19 and 20. (See RSA 165:20-a providing for arbitration of such
disputes between communities.) RSA 165:20.

C. Recovery from Former Recipient’s Income

A former recipient who is returned to an income status after receiving assistance may be required to reimburse
the Town of Francestown for the assistance provided, if such reimbursement can be made without financial
hardship. RSA 165:20-b.

D. Recovery from State and Federal Sources

The amount of money spent by a Town of Francestown to support a recipient who has made initial application
for SSI and has signed HHS FORM 151 “AUTHORIZATION FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF INTERIM
ASSISTANCE” shall be recovered through the SSA and the New Hampshire Department of Health and
Human Services. Prescription expenses paid by the Town of Francestown for applicants who have applied for
Medicaid shall be recovered through the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services if and
when the applicant is approved for medical coverage.



E. Delayed State Claims

For those recipients of general assistance deemed eligible for state assistance, New Hampshire Department of
Health and Human Services shall reimburse a Town of Francestown the amount of general assistance as a
result of delays in processing within the federally mandated time periods. Any claims for reimbursement shall
be held until the end of the fiscal year and may be reimbursed on a pro-rated basis dependent upon the total
claims filed per year. RSA 165:20-c. A Form 340 “REQUEST FOR STATE REIMBURSEMENT” may be
obtained from the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services for this purpose.



